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Birth: Apr. 4, 1864 Death: Jan. 17, 1953 
Husband of Edith Ann (Hammond) Wantland - Divorced 2 July 1909
AND
Emma (Berg) Wantland
AND
Zona Belle (Cardin) Wantland

Son of Bernard John and Sarah (Jackson) Wantland

Veteran of World War I

***********************
Biography:
A prodigious amount of photographic materials within the collection are from frontier 
photographer, Henry Madison Wantland. Born in Springfield, Illinois on April 4, 1864, 
Wantland with his wife, Edith, and two children, Fred and LeRoy, moved from Eureka, 
Kansas, to Stillwater, Oklahoma Territory in 1891. In spite of his lack of knowledge about 
photography, Wantland bought W. A. Flower's Stillwater photographic studio in 1897 and 
called it The Peoples Photo Studio and later, Wantland's Art Studio. In that year, as well, Ella 
Fay, his only daughter was born. For the next 20 years, Wantland made hundreds of 
exposures on glass plates of men, women, and children of Stillwater and produced cabinet 
cards that he sold to these pioneers at $1.50 per dozen. Following a divorce in 1909, 
Wantland became more of a miserly recluse. His photographic business began to languish 
due primarily to the emergence of amateur photography facilitated by cameras and film 
produced by Eastman Kodak. In 1916, Wantland married Emma Berg, his darkroom assistant, 
and by September 1918, he quit the photographic business and entered the army at Fort Sill. 
But, World War I ended in November and he was discharged in January 1919. Upon his 
return to Stillwater, his marriage to Emma, and lifestyle declined. While he earned money by 
buying and selling junk furniture, Emma maintained the home by selling her needlework. She 
died in December 1931, having suffered ill health, the consequences of privation and financial 
destitution. Wantland remarried in 1937. At the age of 88, he died in 1953 at his home on 
Husband Street in Stillwater. Robert Cunningham acquired Wantland's collection of glass 
plate negatives, neglected for 35 years, at an estate auction 

Family links: 
Parents:
Bernard John Wantland (1834 - 1902)
Sarah J. Jackson Wantland (1844 - 1937)

Spouses:
Emma Berg Wantland (1886 - 1931)
Zona Belle Cardin Wantland (1896 - 1967)

Note: Buried: 01/21/1953 Burial:
Fairlawn Cemetery 
Stillwater
Payne County
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